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The Rangzen Band and Martin Guitars 
Claudio Cardelli (see page 48) often travels to India for activities related to a humanitarian
commitment for Tibet and refugees. His faithful companion is always the Martin
Backpacker which entertains the child refugees of the Tibetan Children's Village.

Sophia’s Choice 
Pictured left is one of
Martin's youngest fans,
Sophia Ruth, playing her very
own LXK1. Sophia is the
daughter of John Sterling
Ruth, our long-time
photographer who has been
part of the Martin family for
more than 20 years. This
photo was used for a music
store advertisement and
promotional material.

B O U N C I N G  F L E A S

1. Style 1 – circa 1916
2. Style 1 – Oliver Ditson – 

body shape – circa 1916
3. “Custom” (Style 2 ½?) 

“The Reverend” – circa 1917
4. Style 0 – Ditson stamps – 

“Martin” Body – circa 1922 
5. Style 3 – “Foden” bowtie 

fingerboard marks – circa 1917

6. Style 1K – Wurlitzer 837  
- circa 1922

7. Style 2 Taro Patch – circa 1922
8. Style 2 – circa 1921
9. Style 1K – circa 1923
10.Style 3K – circa 1924
11.Style 2K – circa 1920
12.Employee’s – “Charlie” – 

“Spruce” top – Maple body – 
circa 1924

13.Style 5 Daisy – 34 of 100 – 
Serial 1230662 – 2009

14.Style 1-C – Concert – circa 1960
15.Backpacker – Serial 56444 – 

Mexico – circa 2005
16.Style 1- T Tenor – circa 1930
17.Style SO – Mexico - circa 2005
18. Employee’s Fretless/Box 

Mahogany – circa 1990’s

19. OXK - High Pressure 
Laminate – 2010

20.T 18 – Tiple – circa 1920’s
21. Style 3 – Sustainable 

Cherry – 2009
22. Style 0 – 1950’s
23. Style 1 – 1930’s-1940’s

Ukulele
Consciousness
Robert Wheeler has amassed
an incredible collection of
ukuleles over the years –
immersing himself in his big
passion for the small
instruments. And although
he owns many different
brands, he certainly has
Martin ukuleles well covered
as is evident in this photo of
his collection. He
distinguishes between his
many ukuleles in the same
way wine connoisseurs
identify the best wines — 
by their bouquets. 

"If they are fifty years 
old, they smell like history,"
said Wheeler, founder of
Ukulele Consciousness.
Although he declines labels
such as expert or collector,
Wheeler is known as both
and he has loaned his ukes 
for many collections around
the country.

Wheeler’s ukulele 
passion was lit by a gift 
he received with a photo 
of Ian Whitcomb playing 
a ukulele in 1975. These 
days, his time is thoroughly
occupied with ukulele
activities like corresponding
and being supportive of
others’ interest in the 
ukulele. He's even building
one himself!
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The Rangzen Band and Martin Guitars
Claudio Cardelli was a young boy in the ’60s living in Italy and
the Martin guitar was just a dream.

West Coast music in the early ’70s was his passion, in
particular the acoustic sounds of Crosby, Stills, Nash & Young.
This prompted him to own a Martin at any cost. He is now the
proud owner of a Martin D-28, OM-42, D-45, 000-28EC, and
his “Holy Grail” D-45V. 

Cardelli shares, “The specialty of my band, the Rangzen, is
the period from 1962 to 1972. We perform Beatles songs, many
of the Stones, the Who, Kinks, Led Zeppelin, Hendrix, The
Doors, etc., but it is the West Coast that expresses the best of
my acoustic guitars.

“We play our Martin in ‘Guinnevere,’ ‘In My Dreams,’
‘Marrakesh Express,’ ‘Deja Vu,’ ‘Carry Me,’ ‘Teach your
Children,’ and many other hits of CSN&Y, and always play
with the D-28 all the acoustic parts of the Beatles, Stones,
Dylan, etc. We use a lot of open tunings (open G, Emin7/4,
open D, etc.) that are essential for the proper atmosphere of
those wonderful CSN&Y songs.” Check out the band at
www.rangzen.it.
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Eric Clapton & Steve
Winwood Conclude 2011
Japan Tour In Tokyo
C. F. Martin & Co., Inc. and T. Kurosawa
& Co., Ltd of Tokyo, Martin’s distributor
in Japan, joined in an effort to present 
a financial donation to assist in the 
relief effort for the victims of the
disastrous earthquake and tsunami 
that devastated much of northeastern
Japan in March 2011.

Previous to the disaster, Kurosawa 
had become the sole sponsor for a 
very special series of concerts in Japan
featuring Eric Clapton and Steve
Winwood. In celebration of this 8-city,
13-concert tour, Kurosawa had requested
that Martin design and produce a special
000-42 ECJM (Eric Clapton Japan
Madagascar Rosewood) guitar available
exclusively to Japanese Martin dealers.
The guitar was designed around the
original 000-42 that Eric Clapton played
in his MTV Unplugged special in 1992.
Director of Artist Relations, Dick Boak,
worked very closely with Eric and his
management team to design this limited
edition guitar. In order for the

instrument to be
affordable yet
collectible,
Madagascar
rosewood was
selected for the
backs and sides. 
The result yielded
three prototype
instruments, 
plus the limited
production run 
of 100 guitars.
Prototype #1 went
to Eric Clapton,
while Martin
donated prototype
#3 to T. Kurosawa
& Co. for a benefit
auction in support
of the tsunami relief
effort. In addition, C. F. Martin & Co.
donated $10,000 to the Japanese Red
Cross with the funds dedicated
exclusively for assisting in the recovery
from the March disaster. At a special
backstage, pre-concert gathering with
executives from Kurosawa and Martin,
Eric Clapton signed the back of the #3

prototype in order to make this special
instrument even more personal.
Prototype #2 remains with Martin's
museum collection in Nazareth.

At the December auction in Tokyo,
prototype #3 brought a closing bid of
about $20,000 – more than twice the
suggested retail value of the guitar. 

Manuel Vieira 
Pereira Guerra
In Portugal, it’s not easy to find a
Martin and it’s even more difficult
to find a high level model.
Although this is changing, the
economic turmoil is filling the
stores everywhere with eastern
low budget guitars. However,
Manuel Vieira Pereira Guerra
owns four different Martin
guitars, a 000-16RGT and an
LXM (both fitted with Fishman
GoldPlus pickups), a D-28, and
an OMJM John Mayer.

Last summer, he had the chance to play 45 minutes of music
in Cascais (Lisbon) opening for a major selling band.

“I don’t know where I’m going and, to tell you the truth, I
don’t care that much,” states Guerra, “because I’m making the
most of every minute playing my music for those who want to
listen, and playing with my Martins (any of them), makes me
feel like I’m home wherever I am!”

Tom Lumen
During his childhood in
Hungary, Tom Lumen found
inspiration to learn to play
guitar through the music of
Jimi Hendrix. In his teenage
years, Tom created a trio and
began his first compositions
under the influence of various
progressive and jazz trends.
Later he contributed to
numerous successful rock and

pop productions as a guitarist and composer. His most
memorable co-production was the record, titled Diamond Rite
with the band named Tius Norma. He became familiar with the
fingerstyle technique a few years ago, which fundamentally
changed his view of playing the instrument. His first solo-
acoustic album is expected to be released this year. The record
will be the reflection of all his hard work of the past few years in
this area. The music was mostly inspired by Tom’s adventurous
personal life. The artist’s next goal is to introduce the album’s
repertoire in front of live audiences all over the world.

Sascha Wenzel is a singer, songwriter,
blues harmonica player and guitarist,
originally from East Germany and
currently living in Vienna. He tours

Europe with his blues trio and is
rarely seen without his Martin D-28

Dreadnought. He and his guitar
are making the pilgrimage home

to Nazareth in 2013.




